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Germans were conversant with its use from the earliest times. The fundamental
meaning of the word Geld itself, however, goes back to the barter economy.
It is the Vergeltung, the paying back, which is implied here.1 Thus the results
of recent philological research complete the statements made above, and prove
their correctness, as against the earlier theory of an omnipresent natural
economy.
1 Cf. F. Kluge, art. "Geld", op. cit